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CHINESE CQUMUNIST MILITARY AID OFFERS T0 SCMALIA

Por the past seversl months ve heve recelved wnconfirmed reports
of various Chinese wilitary ald offers. fThese reporta, hwavei,yw::a
not from eotsablished relisble sources. This sprdng, for exenple
Pelping was snid to heve suggested treining e Somuli mrmy of some
30,000 men, For this purpose they raportedly wowld need from
3+3,000 military techniclans to trein the Somalis in the use of Chicoa
wilitery equipment. This proposal inoluded plans for an immediste
shipment of smell amue and light explosivesd. Bub the offer was
dapendent; o Pripe Mindster Abdirsscid visiting Pelping to work out
details. In June, prior to the Prime Minieter’s Chins trip, there
were indications thet military harduare, in sny event, would be
linited to small weapons primerily for goerdlila varfare purposaes.

Wbile we suspect that military aid wes & point of discussi
during Abﬁmem's autunn visit ve heve no &F‘h:ila; Az ﬁﬁ“mm
& week 8go Our Asbessador 4id not believe sny fivm comiltments wers
nade on aiglm* side. While a modest arms shipment cannob be precluded
i:iicom l;ﬁz:ea? inflﬁmya, for exemple, would sppesr to lfuit
: Wm‘: oo any tary aid. BHowsver, & vieit of techuicisas
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